
 

St. Mary’s Church Nursery 

Great Dunmow 

Welcome 

Phone: 07957596303 

Email: smchurchnursery@gmail.com 



  

 

 

 

Helen   - Nursery Manager       

• Diploma in Preschool Practice CACHE level 3 
• Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator, SENCO 
• British Sign Language level 1 
• City and Guilds level 3 Award in supporting children and young people’s speech, language and 

communication 
• Paediatric First Aid Certificate 
• Safeguarding level 3 Certificate 
• Safeguarding lead 
• Health and Safety Coordinator 

Claire   - Nursery Manager 

• BA Honours Degree Early Years Childcare and Education level 6 
• Two-year-old co-ordinator 
• Paediatric First Aid Certificate 
• Safeguarding level 3 Certificate 
• Designated Safeguarding Officer 
• Health and Safety Coordinator 

Michelle - Nursery Assistant  

• Diploma for the Early year’s workforce (early years educator) CACHE level 3 
• Nursery Deputy 
• Paediatric First Aid Certificate 
• Safeguarding level 2 Certificate 

Nicola   - Nursery Assistant 

• CACHE level 3 NVQ in children care, learning and development 
• Equality Needs Coordinator (ENCO) 
• Paediatric First Aid Certificate 
• Safeguarding level 2 Certificate 

 

 

All staff continue to attend various professional development courses throughout the year to ensure 
that we keep up to date with the current thinking in early education and childcare. 

St. Mary’s Church Nursery 

Staff qualifications 



 

 

 

 

 

Daily routine 

8.30 am – 9.00 AM :- Early Drop off 

 

Morning session 9.00AM – 11.30 PM 

9.00 AM :- Doors open 

9.00 AM – 11.00 AM :- free choice, in and outdoor play. 

9.40 AM :- Carpet time 

9.45 AM :- Snack 

11.00 AM :- P.E session 

11.30 AM :- Morning session finish, home time. 

11.30am – 12.15 PM :- Lunch time 

 

Afternoon session :- 12.15 PM – 2.45 PM 

12.15 PM :-, After lunch home time 

12.15 PM – 2.30 PM :- Child led and focused activities 

2.30 PM :- tidy up time, packing bags, coats and shoes 

2.30 PM – 2.45 PM :- Nursery finishes, pick up 

 

We have free flow to the outside during session times 

 

We offer 15 and 30 hours govenment funding 

 

Our Nursery 

Routine 



 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians  

Thank you for your valued enquiry regarding St Mary’s Church Nursery. We hope that 
this prospectus will provide you with all the information you need and is presented in a 
way that is both interesting and informative.  

At “St Mary’s Church Nursery” we aim to create a friendly and homely environment for 
your child with lots of opportunity to learn through play, within the guidelines laid down 
by Ofsted.  

Our nursery care is for children from 2 to 4 years, we are a church charity run nursery, 
registered with Ofsted and are members of the pre-school learning alliance. We aim to 
give parents the chance to balance family and work responsibilities with the minimum of 
tension and the maximum stability. Our experienced and qualified team of staff who are 
all DBS checked will give your child the highest quality of care throughout the day and 
will regularly record your child’s progress and development. We offer your child the 
scope to acquire skills, learn to communicate, gain confidence and most of all to have fun. 
We present a wide range of activities which promote your child’s physical, intellectual, 
emotional and social skills as well as language development. These skills will be developed 
through both organised and child-initiated play which stimulates initiative and 
imagination.  

‘The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets standards for the learning, development 
and care of children from birth to 5 years old. All schools and Ofsted-registered early 
years providers must follow the EYFS, including childminders, preschools, nurseries and 
school reception classes. The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework supports 
an integrated approach to early learning and care. It gives all professionals a set of 
common principles and commitments to deliver quality early education and childcare 
experiences to all children. As well as being the core document for all professionals 
working in the foundation years, the EYFS framework gives mums and dads confidence 
that regardless of where they choose for their child’s early education, they can be 
assured that the same statutory commitments and principles will underpin their child’s 
learning and development experience’. (taken from ‘Foundation Years’ website)  

At St Mary’s Church Nursery, we believe that it is important to give your child the best 
start to their development and education and therefore believe that as parents and 
guardians you play a vital role alongside us in this. We ask you at your settling in visit for 
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information to help us know where your child is, currently in their development. We 
continually assess the children and use this information to inform our planning to help 
your child develop across all the areas of learning. The staff plan activities that cover a 
broad and balanced curriculum within a range of opportunities. We have a topic-based 
curriculum and try and include interests of the children within this.  

We have Learning Journals through an online app called Tapestry where your child’s work 
gets collated together, these also show how your child has progressed through their time 
of being with us and to see what experiences your child is having at nursery.  

To make an appointment to view, please telephone the nursery and we will be delighted 
to arrange this for you. This would also be an ideal time for us to discuss your child-care 
needs and any suitable vacancies. We feel confident that you will choose St Mary’s 
Church Nursery to care for your child as although we offer the highest standard of care, 
our fees compare favourably to all our competitors. Unlike many other nurseries we also 
offer FREE settling-in sessions and DO NOT charge a registration fee. We look forward 
to meeting you soon.  

 



 

 
 
At St Mary’s Church Nursery, we use a secure online learning journey to record 
observations, photo and comments, this is called ‘Tapestry’. This is an online educational 
software and an app that you can get on smart phones and laptops. It is a way of showing 
you and the family what your child has achieved and record their progress. 
 
By logging on with a secure username and password you will be able to view some of your 
child’s observations, photographs and even videos from their time at St Mary’s Church 
Nursery You will receive emails telling you when a new observation, piece of work or photo 
is available for you to view. This will enable you to follow your child’s progress closely and 
give you the opportunity to reflect on your child’s achievements with them.  
 
You can add comments and pictures about the opportunities and experiences that your 
child has at home. This helps us as staff find out about your child’s interests, favourite 
activities and their achievements at home. All of this information is stored on a highly 
secure server, which is monitored closely.  
 
E-safety is extremely important to us at St Mary’s Church Nursery; therefore, we ask 
you to provide us with the following information and to sign the agreement and other 
information overleaf to show that you understand and will agree with our guidelines. 
Please return the form to Helen or Claire. 
 
Agreed guidelines for accessing and using Tapestry ‘Online Learning Journeys’ 
 
As a parent I will... 
 - Not publish any of my child’s observations, photographs or videos on any social media 
site.  
- Understand that my child’s image may be used in another child’s profile if they are 
engaged in the same activity. This image will not be shared by the other parent (please 
see above point)  
- Keep the login details for my child within my trusted family.  
- Speak to a member of staff if I experience any difficulties accessing my child’s 
learning journey.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
I agree to the above guidelines and for an online learning journey to be set up by St 
Mary’s Church Nursery 
 
Print name: _____________________________________________     
 
Name of child: 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature:_____________________         Date: ____________________  
 
In order for us to set up an account for you, we require the following information; we 
will then set an account up for you.  
 

Tapestry - Online Learning Journal 
 

Parent name: 
_______________________________________________________________  
 
Email: 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Log in address: https://tapestryjournal.com  
There is a tapestry app, which is available from the iTunes store, this is also available 
for android. 

https://tapestryjournal.com/


 

 

 

 

 

At St Marys Church Nursery we ask you to provide your children with some essential 
items.  

A bag 

We ask that your child brings in a bag, big enough to fit all the children’s essential things. 

These things are… 

1. Slippers 

We ask you to supply your child with slippers or indoor shoes. This is for the children to 
change into once they get into nursery to keep the carpets clean. 

2. Spare clothes and a spare carrier bag 

At nursery we do many different activities. Some of these activities may result in the 
children getting dirty or wet and they may need to change. 

As we cater for children age 2 – 4 years old the children may be going through the 
transition period of toilet training. This is a great learning skill and can take some time 
to master, so plenty of clothes for them to change into would be helpful with a spare 
carrier bag to put dirty clothes in.  

3. Nappies, wipes, gloves and nappy sacks 

If your child is in nappies, please provide enough nappies, wipes, gloves and nappy sacks 
for your child for each of their sessions. This is essential as we do not keep these items 
at nursery. 

4. Flannel  

We ask all parents to provide their child with a flannel. This is for the child to dry their 
hands on when they have washed them for snack or after messy activities. This is for 
hygiene reasons. 

 

Please could all essential items be named 

 

What children need to  

bring to nursery 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery Activities 

Morning session layout 

Morning registration 

Role play corner 
Plus many more activitites 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We use the outside area for many different 
activities. The children can choose what they 
would like to play with. They can choose anything 
from building with bricks to using equipment to 
enhance their gross motor skills. 

 

 

 

We use the church ground for walks, 
sports days and to play with the 
parachute. 

 

Outside Area 



 

 

 

We are fortunate enough to have a Woodland Learning Zone where we can visit and enjoy 
outdoor activities investigating the world around us. This opened in September 2018 and 
is regularly used for bug hunts, bird watching, story times and much more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodland Learning Zone 



 

 

 

 

We offer the children the chance to cook every other week. This is linked to our topics. Cooking 
encourages children’s thinking, problem solving and creativity. It allows children the opportunity to use 
the knowledge they have and apply it by counting, measuring, following a sequence, following a direction 
and cause for effect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooking 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Snack 
We provide a healthy snack in the morning such as a selection fruit, vegetables, pitta, 
yoghurt and crackers accompanied by milk and water. 
 
Milk and Water is available for the children throughout the session. We ask you to advise 
us if your child has any allergies or intolerance so we can cater for their individual needs.  
 
Pack lunch 
At St Mary’s Church Nursery children bring their lunch boxes to sit and socialise with 
their peers. 
 
Please find below a list of things to bare in mind when preparing your child’s pack lunch. 
 
Nuts 
We are a nut free nursery and please refrain from adding any food that contains nuts in 
your child's lunch box.  
 
Fruit shoots or similar drink bottles 
If your child brings in a fruit shoot drink that has a removable plastic top, please can 
this be removed before putting in the child's lunch box as this a choking hazard. 
 
Grapes 
All grapes need to be cut in half length ways. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Please only put in your child's lunch box what you think your child will eat and minimise 
sugary snacks such as chocolate and crisps etc.  
 

Food and Drink 



 

 

 

Our uniform is not compulsory. 

If you would like to purchase any items, please use the website below.  

           www.myclothing.com 

 

Our Uniform 

 

Book bag and backpack 



 

 

 

 

At St Mary’s Church Nursery, we aim to help children to become happy, confident 
children ready for their next stage of learning for when they start school.  
After discussions with teachers from local schools, we have put together a list of the 
most important skills your child needs before starting school. 
 

• To be fully toilet trained 
Your child needs to know when they need to go to the toilet, be able to wipe their 
own bottom, to flush the toilet and wash their hands afterwards without being 
reminded. 

• Noses  
Does your child know how to blow their nose, dispose of the tissue appropriately? 

• Getting dressed and undressed for P.E and playtime 
Children will be expected to put on their coats for playtime and being able to do 
it up themselves will give them more time to play with their friends. Likewise, for 
P.E children will need to be able to dress and undress themselves. 

• Lunch times 
If your child has a pack lunch they will need to be able to open all the boxes or 
packaging. If your child is going to have school dinner, can they use a knife and 
fork? 

• Recognise and write their own name 
Some children will only be 4 when they start school and may only be able to write 
some of the letters in their name or be able to copy it from a name card. Other 
children who are almost 5 may be able to write their name correctly and with all 
the letters formed correctly, all children are different and learn at different 
stages. Being able to write their name is not compulsory, however, being able to 
write their name on their work will give them a sense of ownership and pride in 
their work. 

• Listening skills and concentration 
It is very important that children are able to sit still, listen and also focus on a 
task. 

Getting ready to start school 



 

 

 

Please follow us on: - 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/stmaryschurch
nursery/groups/ 

 

or email: 

 

 

 

smchurchnursery@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

07957596303 

St Mary’s Church  

Nursery 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/stmaryschurchnursery/groups/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/stmaryschurchnursery/groups/
mailto:smchurchnursery@gmail.com
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